The Mechanics of Giving
After we make the decision to give, to be generous and to grow in our relationship with God, the minor matter of how exactly to share our time, treasure or talents presents itself.  Of course the pledge is the way we communicate our intention to give during the year.  It is often the most visible reminder to us of our commitment to St. Matthew’s.  It permits the church to plan and budget.  A strong majority of St. Matthew’s members pledge.  The pledge can be fulfilled a number of ways, most of them are outlined below.  We will examine the mechanics of giving our treasure here.
 
Cash in the offering on Sunday – a classic form of giving, is always in good taste.  In fact we have budgeted $12,000 in Open Plate offerings for the Sunday morning service and $3,000 for the Sunday evening service in our 2016 budget.  All gifts from non-pledgers that are not designated are counted as Open Plate.  If you wish to put your name on a slip of paper and enclose it with the cash in an envelope we will record the offering as part of your pledge, rather than as Open Plate offering.  No gift from a pledger would be counted as Open Plate as long as it is identified by the name of the giver.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Checks – also great in the offering or can be mailed to the parish office.  Since a check always has your name on it we will also record it as part of your pledge if you have pledged.  Here’s a thought – sometimes, depending on your checking account, it is cheaper for the bank to arrange direct drafts from your account than it is for you to write a check.  You may wish to do some comparison shopping.
 
The City – has several methods of receiving our pledges and gifts.  You can set up your annual pledge or make special offerings on The City.  Go to the tab marked “Giving” and you will see you can set up pledge payments using either debit or credit cards.  All credit and debit cards take a percentage of your gift, so you may wish to investigate how much if you are using this type of payment (3-5%).  The fees differ by type of card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express etc.)   If you set up automated clearing house (ACH) transfer through your bank the fees are much, much less. The City is a great place to make special gifts since a special offering designation may already exist on the web page.  
 
Direct transfer from banks accounts – we have a number of parishioners who have a designated dollar amount transferred to St. Matthew’s from their bank accounts each month.
 
Stock transfers – Stock can be moved directly from your brokerage account to St. Matthew’s brokerage account with no fuss or muss.  Please email or call the parish office for particulars.
 
Company match – we have some parishioners who are able to take advantage or employer match for charitable contributions.  If you think your employer might have such a program, check it out!
 
At St. Matthew’s, we are all about finding new ways to give.  If we have not mentioned a way that you would like to give then let’s talk!
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